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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT OF JOINT COMMISSION TEAM TO TEHRAN 

REF: TEHRAN 4558 

1. A VISIT TO TEHRAN LAST WEEK IN JUNE IS BEING PLANNED BY 
USG OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN JOINT COMMISSION AFFAIRS. THE 
PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO EXPLORE WITH APPROPRIATE GOI 
OFFICIALS IRANIAN PLANS FOR IMPLEMENTING FIVE-FOLD 
INCREASE IN FERTILIZER PRODUCTION AS DESCRIBED IN REVISED 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN. 

2. FROM CONVERSATIONS HELD WITH GOI OFFICIALS (INCLUDING 
MUSTOFI - NPC) IN IRAN RECENTLY, WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT 
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IN EXPANDING GOI FERTILIZER PRODUCTION. HOWEVER, GOI IS 
LESS INTERESTED IN TURN KEY PLANT CONSTRUCTION, THAN 
JOINT VENTURE ARRANGEMENTS WITH POSSIBLE BUY-BACK 
REQUIREMENT. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS DISCUSSED WITH LARGEST U.S. FERTILIZER 
COMPANIES POSSIBLE INTEREST IN OBTAINING DETAILED IN- 
FORMATION ON GOI EXPANSION PLANS. WHILE SOME U.S. FIRMS 
ARE CONCERNED AT GOI INSISTENCE OF BUY-BACK PROVISIONS 

IN JOINT- VENTURE PROJECTS, ALL U.S. FIRMS CONTACTED ARE 
EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN OBTAINING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
THAT U.S. TEAM MIGHT DEVELOP IN THIS FIELD. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE APPROACH IRANIANS TO 
DETERMINE IF (1) GOI REMAINS INTERESTED IN ATTRACTING U.S. 
PARTICIPATION IN IRANIAN FERTILIZER EXPANSION PROGRAM, 

AND (2) IRANIAN OFFICIALS WILLING TO ACCEPT PRO- 
POSED TEAM TO DISCUSS EXPANSION PLANS. 

5. U.S. INTERAGENCY TEAM COULD CONSIST OF EUGENE LAWSON, 
STATE; DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL; DR. WILLIAM 
WHITE, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, THE FERTILIZER 
INSTITUTE; AND POSSIBLY TV A REPRESENTATIVE. IN ADDITION, 

A DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE REPRESENTATIVE, DR. HOWARD 
STEELE, WILL PROBABLY PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS. 

6. DEPARTMENT WELL AWARE OF INCREASINGLY HEAVY 
ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN ON EMBASSY. TEAM, THEREFORE, WILL 
MAKE ALL LODGING AND TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS THEM- 
SELVES. TEAM COULD ARRIVE JUNE 25; NO ESCORT IS 
REQUESTED. JUNE 26, TEAM WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH 

APPROPRIATE EMBASSY OFFICERS. TEAM WOULD BEGIN WORK 
WEEK JUNE 28 TO CORRESPOND WITH GOI WORK WEEK. REQUEST 
EMBASSY ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS DURING WEEK OF JUNE 28 
WITH APPROPRIATE GOI OFFICIALS. INGERSOLL 
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